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Q1:  Why is LME having a walk-a-thon? 

A1:  The walk-a-thon is sponsored by the LME PTO.  The goal is to raise funds for specific items the 

school needs (see Q8 for specific line items). 

Q2:  When will the walk-a-thon be held? 

A2:  The walk-a-thon is scheduled for Friday, October 13th.  Throughout the day, each grade level will 

be walking.  There will be an All School Walk for students and staff only to kick off the morning.  The 

grade-level schedule will be posted on the school’s website, our PTO website, and Facebook. 

Q3:  Can families participate in the walk-a-thon? 

A3:  Absolutely!  Families are welcome to walk with their student(s).  Families are asked not to enter 

the school building, but instead, to meet their student at the track.  No pets, please.   (Note: Students 

will return to their classrooms immediately following the All School Walk.) 

Q4:  If I participate, how far will I need to walk? 

A4:  There is no set distance.  Instead, each grade is scheduled to walk 30-40 minutes.  Therefore, the 

distance will vary by walker.  Bottom line, you choose the pace/distance you want to walk. 

Q5:  What if there is inclement weather on the day of the walk-a-thon? 

A5:  In the event of inclement weather, students ONLY will be walking indoors. 

Q6:  What should students wear on the day of the walk-a-thon? 

A6:  Students should wear comfortable shoes and clothing, like what they would wear in Phy. Ed. class, 

except to show school spirit, the students are asked to come in school colors.  Black, yellow/gold, 

red/maroon, spirit wear, etc. Please also check the weather the day of the walk-a-thon so children can 

dress appropriately.   

Q7:  Where will the walk-a-thon take place? 

A7:  The walk-a-thon will take place at Lakeville North High School (LNHS) track just next door. Families 

are asked not to enter the school building, but instead, to meet their student at the track.   
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Q8:  What is the fundraising goal for the walk-a-thon? 

A8:  The walk-a-thon is aimed at raising funds to supplement a handful of programs in the LME budget.  

This year’s goal is to raise $23,000.  The money raised will go to supplement many programs at Lake 

Marion (field trip transportation, student directory, student scholarships, Presidential Fitness Awards, 5th 

Grade Graduation, Fine Arts Assembly, Scholastic Book Fairs, February “I Love to Read Month”, Bingo and 

Baskets, and Activity Day). 

Q9:  How was the decision made to have a walk-a-thon vs. another type of fundraiser? 

A9:  When voting to have a walk-a-thon, the PTO considered current trends in fundraising, as well as 

parent feedback.  First, many organizations are moving toward direct donation fundraisers (i.e. walk-a-

thons, read-a-thons) in place of selling products.  The primary advantage is that 100% of the proceeds 

goes directly to support the LME learning experience for our students versus our school simply 

receiving a portion of the funds while another organization generates profits on our behalf.  Also, 

other Lakeville elementary schools have had successful experiences with walk-a-thons.  Finally, a walk-

a-thon has the added benefit of reinforcing the benefits of exercising.  

Q10:  Why not simply ask for direct donations (vs. having a walk-a-thon)? 

A10:   Many LME families have expressed a desire to simply write a check to donate to the LME PTO, in 

lieu of fundraising.  The great thing about a walk-a-thon is that it is an organized effort to receive direct 

donations.   In other words, families have a choice.  They can simply write one check, or pay online, in 

the amount they feel comfortable with contributing, and forego asking for pledges; or they can add to 

their family’s pledge with the support of family, friends and neighbors. 

Q11:  Will all students be participating in the walk-a-thon? 

A11:  Yes, all LME students will participate in the walk-a-thon whether they have secured any 

donations or not.  If parents have any concerns about student participation, they should contact the 

LME front office. 

Q12:  To whom should the checks be written?  Is cash accepted?  Online donations? 

A12:  All checks should be made payable to “LME PTO.”  Cash is accepted, as well as online donations 

at squareup.com/store/LMEPTO .  We can accept credit card donations at the PTO walk-a-thon tables 

which are typically set up in the main entrance during parent-teacher conferences and the week of the 

walk-a-thon. 

https://squareup.com/store/LMEPTO
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Q13:  How should donations be collected and submitted? 

A13:  Each student will receive a LME walk-a-thon donation pledge form.  This form should be 

completed with all contributor names (even for a single-family contribution).  The form, along with 

donations, should be sealed in an envelope, marked “walk-a-thon” with the student’s name and 

teacher and sent to school with your student.  Extra forms are available in the school office and on the 

PTO website.  We are also accepting online credit card donations at squareup.com/store/LMEPTO and 

will have tables set up in the school lobby during parent-teacher conferences. 

Q14:  Are donations based on the length or duration of the walk-a-thon? 

A14:  No, donations should be for fixed amounts, please; NOT based on time or distance walked. 

Q17:  What is the deadline for turning in donations? 

A17:  The deadline is Thursday, October 12th for donations.  Donations should be “pre-paid” (collected 

and turned in prior to the walk-a-thon). 

Q18:  Is there a goal per student to achieve our fundraising goal of $23,000? 

A18:  The goal is approximately $40 per student.  However, keep in mind that many families do not 

participate for a variety of reasons, so the average per participating student will need to be higher than 

$40 to achieve our goal, and that amount will depend on how many families support the walk-a-thon.   

Q19: What if my employer matches my charitable contributions? 

A19:  Several companies will match your contribution.  Please contact your human resources 

department to see if they will match your donation. 

Q20:  Will there be prizes awarded for the students who raise donations? 

A20:  Yes, all students will receive one ticket for turning in a donation.  For every $20 donated, the 

student will receive an additional ticket.  The tickets will be put into two drawings.  The first 

drawing will be a grade level drawing for Lunch with the Principal.  The second drawing will be a school 

wide drawing for Principal for the Day. 

Q21:  I am interested in volunteering to help with the walk-a-thon, whom do I contact? 

A21:  Please email the walk-a-thon committee chairs: 

Jessica Brandenhoff  jbrandenhoff@gmail.com  

Rachel Haukoos  rmhaukoos@yahoo.com  

Kil Choe Wikstrom  longhorn_kcc@hotmail.com  


